
surface ceramics and architecture, the archaeological includes three multi-storied temple 
mounds, a megalithic hilltop fortress, domestic areas, agricultural terraces, chullpas, machays, 
and a Chimu-Inca presence. The relatively small size of the basin and disproportionately large 
monumental sector suggests a resident population much smaller than the capacity of ceremonial 
spaces and monumental scale of constructions at the site. 

► Cosma holds a unique position 

on the landscape; located tucked 

away on a basin surrounded on 

three sides by steep slopes of  the 

Cordillera Negra. The site extends 

over an area of  270 hectares. 

► The 2014 sampling within the 

basin revealed long standing 

architectural traditions dating to 

the Late Initial Period (1300-1 

BCE) and possibly into the Late 

Pre-ceramic Period (~3000-1800  

BCE).

► The site includes three multi-

storied temple mounds, a 

megalithic hilltop fortress, 

domestic areas, agricultural 

terraces, tombs known as chullpas 

and machays, and a Chimu-Inca 

occupation on the southern ridge.

► A smaller mound known as Ashipucoto is located 700m due south from 
Karecoto. Ceramics and the masonry of exposed architecture suggested an

An underground gallery was documented in the Karecoto mound. The gallery extends 6.8 meters into the mound before tapering off into small rock fill. Originally 
believed to be reminiscent of the system found at Chavín de Huantar, it is possible the gallery is more similar in form and function to the gallery tombs found at 
the highland Kotosh site of La Galgada (Grieder, 1997). From left to right: Profile view of Karecoto, facing west with location of gallery marked in red. Photos of 

the gallery within the mound, with two steps leading in (top), view from within the gallery (bottom). Aerial view of Karecoto, Google Earth imagery.

► The burial in best condition was a 40 week old fetus, dug into a prepared clay floor. 

Oriented facing south, the fetus had the skull cap of  a larger child placed over its own (7,8).

► Second burial’s remains were scattered and the age of  this interment was estimated at about 

1–2 years of  age. It was located 20cm to  the south of  the first infant (7).

► A third burial was recovered from a stone crypt “box” open on the western side, with the 

infant seated on a circular stone. Estimated at 2-3 years of  age (9).

► The fourth burial was recovered on the lower apron built-up on the Karecoto platform, this 

interment was the oldest of  the four (approximately 3 years in age), was jumbled and missing 

its skull and mandible (10).

► Several items of  ritual paraphernalia were also recovered from excavations, including; 

camelid remains, panpipe fragments, unfired clay figurines, an exotic stone llama head 

”pendant”, numerous bone and slate points, a large stone blade with ash residue and a carved 

lintel stone with a serpent motif  (11). 

Ashipucoto 

The Underground Gallery in Karecoto

► Located  along a north-south axis, aligned with Karecoto and the Kunka mound 

(12), Ashipucoto stands at 10m tall (13).

► Testing revealed an Initial Period and Early Horizon occupation, however  intrusive burials and ceramics from looter’s pits indicated Ashipucoto 

was re-utilized well into the Late Intermediate Period (1000-1475 CE) when Chimu ceramics were recovered (14).

► A 2x2 meter test pit was placed on the western portion of  the mound where a circular wall had been made visible by a looter’s trench. Clearing of  

the trench and the unit revealed the wall construction was 6m wide, and included 7 coursings of  polished stone at a height of  2.15 meters tall (15).

► A radiocarbon sample taken from an ash lens found on the interior floor of  the room was dated to 2900-2700 cal BCE (4230 +/-29 BP). 

► The circular construction of  the walls may point to similarities with Kotosh related Late Pre-ceramic sites throughout the adjacent highlands. 

► Along with the carbon date, no ceramics were recovered within the circular room, adding further weight to a Pre-Ceramic presence at the site.        

► The room had been purposefully filled with a 2 meter thick layer of  small rock fill and a final 80cm thick layer of  sunbaked clay (16).

The 2014 Excavations at the Early Horizon Period Ceremonial Complex of  Cosma, Ancash, Peru 
Kimberly Munro, Louisiana State University

► The largest of  the three 

temple mounds is known as 

Karecoto, and stands at 18m tall.

► The mound was built on an 

artificial platform extending 240m 

north-south. 

► Chavín style ceramic sherds 

were recovered throughout the 

excavations on the mound. 

► An underground gallery was 

also documented within the 

mound which shares similarities 

to the system found at Chavín de 

Huantar.

► Test units revealed a final 

capping episode on top of  

Karecoto comprised of  a circular 

platform, prepared clay floors, 

and infant burials.

Cosma’s location in the Nepeña Valley, Peru

year’s findings that include a tradition of  circular walls and rooms throughout the site, and the interments of  four 

children and an underground gallery going through a quadrant of  the main mound center of  Karecoto. 

Project Description

►The site of  Cosma, is located at 2650 Masl 

at the headwaters of  the Nepeña River Valley,

in north-central Peru, Department of  Ancash.

► First documented in 2013 on a survey of  the 

upper valley, this past season was the first to map

and excavate within the site complex, which includes

three Early Horizon temple mounds, a domestic area, 

and a hilltop fortress. 

► The 2014 work focused on the main mound of  

Karecoto, a multi-storied ceremonial mound dating to the 

Early Horizon Period (900-1 BCE) and the smaller 

mound known as Ashipucoto. 

► This poster will present on a sample of  the first 

The Cosma Complex

Karecoto 

Cosma as a Persistent Place

► Why look at Cosma through the lens of  a persistent place rather than a gateway community or other 

economically based formulations? 

•The socio-political value associated with monumental construction whereby disparate populations 

gather in a relatively neutral setting to simultaneously reinforce their identity and relieve tensions that 

may have developed between communities. Cosma may have functioned as this center during the Pre-

Ceramic-Early Horizon for the Nepeña Valley and surrounding region.

► The location of  Cosma may have played a major factor in its repeated use over perhaps 5,000 years. Slope 

modeling, and previous Least-Cost-Path analysis has shown that the easiest and least costly routes follow 

the pre-historic roadways in the valley which bypass the Cosma complex. Cosma’s relative isolation, tucked 

away on the landscape may have been purposefully planned, not only for its location at the headwaters of  

the river, betwixt location to the coast and highlands, but its resource as a hard to reach location may be 

associated with ritual significance, as opposed to economic as a gateway or trade community.

► Research in Cosma will contribute to our understanding of  human mobility and the movement of  

material goods and ideas, in particular the ways through 

which communal identity is developed, maintained, and 

negotiated through religious acts. Cosma’s initial founding, 

and consistent occupational sequence will help to develop 

our understanding of  why and how certain places become 

persistent throughout millennia, while others fall out of  use 

or influence.   

► The theory of  “Persistent Place,” was developed by 

archaeologist Sarah Schlanger (1992). In its basic form it 

can be described as a place “repeatedly used during the 

long term occupation of  a region (Schlanger, 1992).” 

Persistent Places are formed in two parts:

► First, potential landscape quality as an ecological resource (Purtill, 2012).Things such as fertile      

soils, proximity to water, geological features, etc.

► Second, Persistent Places have socio-symbolic qualities that develop during religious events 

associated with the construction and utilization of  the monumental temple mounds, which 

reinforced the ceremonial elements of  the site, allowing it to become a persistent place 

(Schlanger 1992, Thompson and Pluckhahn 2011). 

•Referred to as “emplacement” or “practices by which a community attaches itself  to a particular 

place through formal settlement plans, architecture, burials, and other material additions built 

into the landscape” (Rodning 2009).

► Persistent Places are flexible: have the ability to remain “functionally dynamic” (Purtill, 2012). 

Early Horizon Fortress 
of Iglesia Hirca, located 

on the western ridge 
(3000 MaSL) 

overlooking Cosma

Karecoto mound overlooking the Cosma tributary and  3D 
rendering of the Karecoto mound and associated platform,

A selection of artifacts from Karecoto excavations.  (1) Unfired clay figurine,  (2)slate points, (3)bone 
needles,  (4)stone blade with ash residue, (5) Archaic point, (6) llama head “pendant”

► Three infant burials were found in a 1x1meter test pit and its southern extension 

on the main mound. No grave goods were recovered with any of  the burials, 

however Early Horizon sherds were documented at the same stratigraphic levels. 

Infant Interments

Rollout of design on lintel stone

A circular wall 
construction was 
repeatedly 
documented 
throughout the test 
units. Ceramics were 
no longer recovered 
below 100cmbd in all 
test pits and units 
where stone and bone 
artifacts were still 
being documented.
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Least cost paths (LCP) modeled in ARC GIS, illustrate
the “easiest” routes in relation to time and terrain

Traveled between the coast and the highlands. These
LCPs follow the pre-historic roads documented within the 

Nepena Valley during previous surveys  


